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ij^ji^^-^^-^f^-^       OF  THE  BOSTON  FEMALE  A^TI-SLAVERY  SOCIETf 
/^      Ax/^^    '^    ^O  THjE:  women  of  new  ENGLAND. 
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/'2  .j9~7^7^'^^^<''^-^'i-^-'SPlie  true  descendants  of  the  pilgrims  cannot  fail  to  cherish 
in  their  inmost  souls,  the  principles  of  Christian  Freedom: — 
tlie  children  of  the  far-sighted  founders  of  New  England  can- 
not fail  to  perceive  that  while,  under  any  pretence,  one  hu- 
man being  is  held  in  slavery  in  a  nation  of  which  they  form 
a  part,  their  own  freedom  is  in  peril.  Every  dictate,  there- 
fore, of  Christian  philanthropy  and  self  preservation,  is,  to 
strive  for  the  excinction  of  slavery. 

Who  have  power  to  abolirh   it  in  the  District  of  Coluni- 


/^^ 
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/i^mX 


J 


yj    ^-bia,  and  to  prevent  its  further  progress  by  forbidding  the  in- 
flA,^C       ^^^'troduction   of  slaveholding  Texas  1     Our  northern  senators 


'^7 


/f         \-u,  ^^^  representatives,   who  form  a  majority   in  Congress. — 
y^y"^      Z-/Wliy  do  they  not  use  this  power  *?     Because  they  are  not  sure 


/7         ^     that  it  would  meet  the  wishes  of  their  constituents. 

76^ 


Who 

^'^"''^'T^re  their  constituents'!     Yot;  :  women  of  the  North  !    You, 

/with  your  husbands  and  brethren,  are  their  constituents.     Ke- 


A  /Xy      member  that  the  representation  of  our  country  is  based  on 

'    '^^  i]ip  numbers  of  the  population,  irrespective  of  sex.    Let 

^  ^^,,  jy    us  not  forget  that  our  representatives  are  noio  borne  down 

^  by  southern  violence,   and   require  our  utmost  aid  to  enable 

r      ~/ ^  ^rxf^/Tvj''^"*  ^^  '^^^  according  to  their  consciences.     What  then  wil 

0\A^'l*~- f'^  be  their  condition   under  the  increase  of  violence,  and  th( 

^•n  />    fl  ^  multiplication  of  arrogant  demands,  which  must  grow  out  o 


Ir-m^J 


II 

the 

plication  of  arrogant  demands,  which  must  grow  out  of 

such  an  accession  of  power  to  the  South,  as  the  annexation 

of  a   slaveholding  territory  large  enough  to  constitute   five 

slave-states,  each  as  large  as  Kentuckyl     In  vain  is  it  said, 

^^^_^   this  is  nothing  to  us.     Have  we  not  a  country,  and  is  she 

Jfi^ 1   not  dishonored  before  all  the  nations,  by  her  inconsistency 

/i^  c'-^  and  shameless  violation  of  faith,  in  refusing  for  30  years,  to 
'^^4«Know ledge  the  independence  of  Hayti  with  its  900,000 
/  (ff^ihabitants,  and  its  extensive  commercial  relations,  while 


she  sends  a  vile  and  refuse  population  of  only  30,000  to  take 
,  possession  of  Texas — aids  them  with  arms  and  troops  to  re- 

A/H.^i/-C<yi/Jy.\{Ax.  against  Mexico,  acknowledges  them  to  be  an  indepen- 
'  dent  people — and  is  preparing  at  an  extra  session  of  Congress, 

■y  >'^""        lo  annex  them  to  herself,  that  she  may  increase  her  profits  in 
SLAVKs!      Is  it  nothing    to  Ms  that  Mexico  and  the  Indian 

1, 


/. 
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tribes  should  unite  against  our  country's  aggressions  1 — that 
our  husbands  and  our  sons  should  be  drafted  from  our  house- 
hold-floors, to  encounter  the  storm  of  fire  and  blood  that  will 
sweep  along  the  south-western  border'?  Is  it  nothing  to  us 
if  the  north, — called  on  by  those  in  Congress,  who  will  then 
y  i^  have  the  power  and  the  disposition  to  use  it,  at  once  to  de- 
2^  lend  them  and  to  obey,  should  dissolve  the  national  coimex- 
ion  1     Is  it  nothing  to  us,  if,  amid  the  wreck  of  States — 


} 


United  no  more,  brother  should  battle  against  brother  and 
friend  against  friend  1  Our  brothers — our  friends '?  And 
is  it  indeed  nothing  to  us  that  the  scourged  and  trampled 
negro,  a  slave  no  more,  should  take  advantage  of  the 
(crisis  to  make  his  being  felt,  and  rise  to  the  shedding  of 
blood  on  every  southern  threshold  ! 

However  ignorant,  thoughtless,  cr  negligent  others  may  be 
—  and  though  we  may  eventually  be  obliged  to  mourn  over 
ilieir  negligence  in  desolation  and  ashes, — let  us  free  our 
y  souls  from  sell-reproach:  let  it  sink  deep  into  our  hearts,  that 
the  unutterable  destruction  that  sooner  or  later  awaits  our 
country,  unless  slavery  be  abolished,  is  as  certain  as  that 
God  judges  and  punishes  nations,  in  this  world,  according  to 
their  evil  deeds. 


l/^y^^ 


y^ 


r^,  f-m- 


While  this  truth  is  warm  in  our  souls,  let  us  reflect  that 
conduct  is  the  test  of  sinceritj,  and  that  we  are  upholding 
slavery  in  the  most  effectual  manner,  if  we  keep  silence 
when  an  opportunity  offers  of  lifting  up  our  voices  against  it., 
Sustaining,  as  we  do,  all  the  relations  of  womanhood,  we 
cannot  but  be  shocked  at  a  system  which  debases  woman  to 
a  brute,  by  making  her  an  article  of  property,  keeping  her 
in  ignorance  and  heathenism,  buying,  selling,  scourging  and 
dividing  her  from  children  and  friends  at  will.  But  if  we 
are  not  enough  .-hocked  at  its  existence  lo  pray  both  secretly 
and  publicly,  of  God  and  man  for  its  extinction,  we  are  par- 
takers of  the  sin;  and  may  God  forgive  our  hypocrisy,  and 
humanize  our  hearts  ! 

Let  us  now  resolve  to  cast  aside  all  the  temptations  of  in- 
dolence and  selfishness; — to  deem  it  a  dignifying  privilege  to 
redeem  our  leisure  hours  from  frivolity,  by  laboring  with  un- 
remitting constancy  to  unite  the  hearts  and  voices  of  others 
with  our  own,  for  the  immediate  tdwlition  of  all  slavery  over 
which  Congress  possesses  jurisdiction.  Let  us  count  it  but 
a  small  thing  to  toil  thus  voluntarily  through  the  dustv  sum- 
mer, knowing  there  are  in  our  country,  hundreds  of  thousands 
among  those  who  are  scourged  to  unrequited  toil,  who  woidd 
'  count  it  joy  enough  to  perish,  being  free.'  We  are  not  idly 
spending  our  strength  for  nought.  It  is  for  the  honor  of  our 
country  !  for  the  welfare  of  oiu-  children,  and  their  remotest 
posterity;  that  their  inheritance  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
be  not  vilely  cast  away  !  It  is  for  millions  of  our  enslaved  conn 
trymen,  and  for  the  bondman  of  all  future  generations  !  It  is 
for  the  fundamental  principles  of  Christianity,  wherein  lie  our 
salvation. 

One  single  hour  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  this  subject, 
will  show  its  mighty  tendencies  through  all  time — will  de- 
monstrate that  the  present  moment  is  giving  its  coloring  to  the 
far  eternity  ! 

In  view  of  this  crisis,  unparalleled  in  the  world's  moral 
existence,  let  us  go  up,  in  the  spirit,  into  the  councils  of  the 
nation,  and  ask  in  the  name  of  God  and  the  human  race  for 
the  freedom  of  the  7000  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
a  strenuotis  effort  to  avert  the  wrath  gathering  against  that 
day  of  wrath  which  shall  witness  the  annexation  of  Texas. 

Let  every  woman  into  whose  hands  this  page  falls,  in- 
stantly, (for  the  work  must  be  done  before  the  extra  Sep- 
tember session,)  prepare  four  rolls  of  paper,  and  attach  one 
to  each  of  the  annexed  forms  of  petition ;  and  with  pen  and 
ink-horn  in  hand,  and  armed  with  affectionate,  but  uncon- 
querable determination,  go  from  door  to  door  '  among  her 
own  people,'  that  every  one  of  them  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  affixing  her  name  to  these  four  inemorials  : — and  the  ben- 
ediction of  (iod  and  good  men,  and  the  grateful  intercessions 
of  the  enslaved  and  desolate,  be  round  about  every  such  tried 
friend  of  humanity,  in  its  extremest  need  ! 
By  order  of  the  Society, 

MARY  S.  PARKER,  President. 

Maria  Weston  Chapman,  Sec'y. 

N.  B.  Please  to  forward  the  petitions  by  mail  (if  no  pri- 
vate opportunity  offers,)  in  an  envelope  open  at  one  end,  ad- 
dressed to  Isaac  Knapp,  25  Cornhill,  Boston.  ^^ Copied 
petitions  are  entirely  useless. 
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PETITION. 

2ro  t»30  J^oxim  of  Mt}^vtntntati^tH  of  ti^e  Winittti  States : 

The  undersigned,  women  of  '  deeply  convinced  of  the  sinfulness  of 

Slavery,  and  keenly  aggrieved  by  irs  existence  in  a  part  of  our  country  over  which  Congress  possesses  exclusive 
jurisdiction  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  do  most  earnestly  petition  your  honorable  body,  immediately  to  abolish 
Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  also  to  put  an  end  to  the  slave-trade  in  the  United  States. 

We  also  respectfully  announce  our  intention,  to  present  the  same  petition,  yearly,  before  your  honorable 
body,  that  it  may  at  least  be  a  '  memorial  of  us,'  that  in  the  holy  cause  of  Human  Freedom,  '  We  have  done 
what  we  could.' 


PETITION. 

^0  tlje  Senate  of  tl)t  Winittti  States : 

The  undersigned,  women  of  deeply  convinced  of  the  sinfulness  of 

Slavery,  and  keenly  aggrieved  by  its  existence  in  a  part  of  our  country  over  which  Congress  possesses  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  do  most  earnestly  petition  your  honorable  body,  immediately  to 
abolish  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  also  to  put  an  end  to  the  slave-trade  in  the  United  States, 

We  also  respectfully  announce  our  intention,  to  present  the  same  petition,  yearly,  before  your  honorable 
body,  that  it  may  at  least  be  a  '  memorial  of  us,'  that  in  the  holy  cause  of  Human  Freedom,  '  We  have  done 
what  we  could. 


PETITION. 

Ko  ti)e  Senate  of  tije  SEnitetr  States : 

The  undersigned,  women  of  thoroughly  aware  of  the  sinfulness  of 

Slavery,  and  the  consequent  impolicy  and  disastrous  tendency  of  its  extension  in  our  country,  do  most  re- 
spectfully REMONSTRATE,  with  all  our  souls,  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  as  a  slave- 
holding  territory. 


PETITION. 

®:o  tfje  ?l^ouse  of  Meptesentatiijes  of  tt)e  mmttti  States: 

The  undersigned,  women  of  thoroughly  aware  of  the  sinfulness  of 

Slavery,  and  the  consequent  impolicy  and  disastrous  tendency  of  its  extension  in  our  country,  do  most  re- 
spectfully REMONSTRATE,  with  all  our  souls,  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  as  a  slave- 
holding  territory. 
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